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UM POR THE Ko CURD

ASBIEUTT CURONA Trip Report = 19 februa:y 1959

fe Masigsr schedule: The firet CURONA Inanching is sow ecnadules
| for 40 May 1959, Leading up ic that will be as saginesring leuach on 25
i Cebruary 1959 and a Blowmed launching ia March and April.  The mal-
funution on e firet engineering teet on 31 January hag bemn considersd
as one of the two eagineeriag tests, rvem though an actual lasachiag was
Bl rnads, there was sulficient inioric.ation gained 1 have made this of
vunsiderable benefit. 1o kheso asas devaloped o vrash progra whnich
iy b inglituted ia an atterpi L recover $omc of the lost tice. 5 waver,
s Hdefiniie schedule sther taan two per vonlh bayond May hag bean pro-
satad,

! . Hecovery Tewis: fhereisto be a recovery test sosth oo Hawaii
sn 26 February, This w ! invoive Aropping two RoBe cones from a B-47,
-me will be dropped 80 a8 te land in the waigr near ons of the three de-
Glroyers wiich are pariicipoliag and the other deop will be for air pick-up,

Jiradquiriers has three people who will be observing those tegte - - 25X1
25X1 w.il be in i@ of tha C-119% , from Projecs Setarily 25X1
: estroyer and will 8¢ shesrviang gr.und yi’.‘tﬁ&ﬁ&irei“zsx'l

25X1 i# planning to DE Ihere and iniends to ride ia the coruand

Hiawidi. It is expected that, through this sxercise, there will be develuped

- the fnal srraags iems for secuxe sandling of the racavered moss cone through
celivery v i¥.  Lockheed has manufaciured 40 FeLovery <ans and Las sonl
4 iu Hawall for placement aboard all racovery vehicles,
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3. Target Weather Considers ions: Both Lockhsed and BMD repre-
sentatives were guite comcerned regarding the possibitity of Headquartars
delaving the flrst CORONA iiring on 20 May dut to target weather con-
siderations. Although I agreed that at least on the first lavaching we would
probably not be avarly particular aboul specific areas, I emphasised that
s8 a matter of principle, target weather must remain the primary con-
teolling factor for timing of laench,

4. Laumch Wweather Griteria at Vaadenburg is still oAVU, However,

foels that after a launch or two range safety will undoubtedly

relax ihis rather harsh requiremnent, and, im time, i wiil probabiy be
caduced to ag low as 2, 000 foot ceiling and three miles visibility.

5. The Programmer Lrror which was guoted by| |  25X1
from the January meeting as being plus or miaus 3 was checked out very
thoroughly with| "\ Neither could explain

where this 3V information origmeied. Both assured me that the ervor is
slus or minus 1° of latitude as originally expected. [ ]is confirming
thie in writing. is alse computing the linear coverage loss which
would occur 1f an extreme perogee was sxperienced as he felt the 40%
Jifferential {sctor quoted im last month's report wis high.

6. Lquipmant Chamber Temperature: Lockhaeed nuow {eels that they
can rmaid ain Equipment bay temperatures within designed specifications.
iowever, ITEK is continuing to run 3 thermal testing of film transpost
Lempe . atures as low as 40°,

7, Camera Cualification Testing The oaly serious difficulity reported
&1 this meeting was with the main camera struciurs. In vibration md shake
tagis the cainera failed to qualify in the lower frequencies, This will probably
reguire an additional suppori me mbar to the center of the main plate.
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